








“CPI's progressive
intervention model
unifies the focus of

treatment, and provides
the structure within

which multiple
WHERE IT ALL COMES TOGETHER. | disciplines are brought

For additional programming & services, together to address the
Including multidisciplinary diagnostic assessments, naturally inseparable
Childhood & adolescent intervention, family support, needs and challenges
Social skills groups, school consultation, & more. .. many children with

Please call: 303.935.5200 Autism face.”

The Interdisciplinary Intervention Model
for Autism Spectrum Disorder

Skill Acquisition in the areas of:

Language & Communication
Social Emotional Development
Sensory-Motor Skills

Adaptive Daily Living Skills
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Ages: 18 months — 6 years

Comprehensive programs in
Center, home, & community

Year — round intervention

Options beginning at 4 hrs / wk

Autism Waiver & CCB approved
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Two locations: Englewood & Lafayette Centers
Email: learningkids@creativeperspectives.org Phone: 303.935.5200



ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Autism Society of Colorado Now has its
own Facebook Group

Don’t know what Facebook is? “Facebook is a social
utility that connects you to the people around you.” If
you’re not a member, check it out at www.facebook.com.
If you’re already a member of Facebook, please join our
group. Just search Autism Society of Colorado.

facebook

Announcing a new Autism/Down Syndrome
Dual Diagnosis Group (Denver)

This group will be offered in collaboration with the
Denver Adult Down Syndrome Clinic (DADSC) and

the Autism Society of Colorado (ASC). We’re working
on the details and are very excited to get this group
going! The group will focus on supporting parents of
children (of all ages) who have a dual diagnosis of Down
Syndrome and Autism. Please call Robin Zaborek to
indicate an interest in participating in this group.
303.756.9979.

F.A.C.T. -Fathers of Autism Coalition Team
The Autism Help Network has started a national group
organization just for fathers dealing with Autism.
F.A.C.T. -Fathers of Autism Coalition Team.

If you are interested, email cswanson@
autismhelpforyou.org for the informational brochure to
be emailed to you.

University of Colorado Denver offers
Autism Spectrum Disorder Certificate

The University of Colorado Denver has developed a
transcripted graduate certificate for teachers working
with students on the Autism Spectrum. The certificate
consists of nine graduate hours and offers a specific
course for children at the early childhood/preschool
level, elementary level, and adolescent level. The
certificate offers research-based methods and practices,
including the following components:
» Identify and describe the three core deficits and
learning styles of students with ASD.
» Best Practices and teaching strategies for students
with ASD

* Define effective methodologies and specific
components of each one.

* Describe essential components of an educational
program connecting preschool through transition
ages.

* Develop a current resource guide in areas related
to ASD for teachers/parents.

» Positive Behavior Supports to include an FBA
and BIP.

* Individualized Communication Systems.

* The Transition process into adult services.

* Home/school/community partnerships.

This certificate is designed for all educators, not just
special educators. It is an attempt to give all teachers
the tools to better deal with all students. It is being
offered off-campus in the Denver-Metropolitan area

at a discounted rate to encourage participation by a
greater number of teachers. In addition, each course
stands alone. A teacher is not obligated to earn the entire
certificate if they are only seeking additional knowledge
and skills at the level they teach. Parents of students
with Autism Spectrum Disorders are encouraged to let
their child’s teacher know about this certificate and seek
support from the school administration to help finance
and recognize the efforts of participating teachers.

More information on the program can be found at
www.cudenver.edu or via email to cpe(@cudenver.edu.
Those without computer access can call 303-315-6030
for more information.

UnitedHealthcare Children’s Foundation
Announces New Grants

UnitedHealthcare Children’s Foundation (http://uhccf.
org/) has announced that new grants are available to help
children who need critical health care treatment, services,
or equipment not covered or not fully covered by their
parents’ health benefit plans.

UHCCEF provides grants to families to help pay for child
health care services such as speech therapy, physical
therapy, occupational therapy sessions, prescriptions, and
medical equipment such as wheelchairs, orthotics, and
eyeglasses.

Parents and legal guardians may apply for grants of up to
$5,000 each for child medical services and equipment by
completing an online application at the UHCCF website.

continuued on next page)
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To be eligible for a grant, children must be 16 years

of age or younger. Families must meet economic
guidelines, reside in the United States, and be covered by
a commercial health benefit plan.

RFP Link:
http://fconline.foundationcenter.org/pnd/15013057/uhccf

For additional RFPs in Children and Youth, visit:
http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/cat_children.jhtml

The Department of Defense (DoD) and
TRICARE seeking ABA Providers

The Department of Defense (DoD) and TRICARE, the
DoD’s health entitlement program for more than 9.2
million beneficiaries, have announced a demonstration
project to care for military dependents diagnosed with
Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD).

The Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration,
which went into effect March 15, allows reimbursement
for educational intervention services, such as Applied
Behavior Analysis (ABA), delivered by paraprofessional
providers. ABA is a systematized process of collecting
data on a child’s behaviors and using a variety of
behavioral conditioning techniques to teach and
reinforce desired behaviors while extinguishing harmful
or undesired behaviors. Time-limited, focused ABA
methods have been shown to improve communication
abilities, reduce or eliminate specific problem behaviors
and teach new skills to some individuals with autism.

TRICARE is in need of ABA professionals, or
supervisors, and paraprofessionals, or tutors, to provide
services that will enhance the effectiveness of academic
instruction and provide training in life skills (language,
communication, self help, activities of daily living, etc.)

TRICARE authorized providers are currently limited to
those recognized by the Behavior Analyst Certification
Board (BACB). However, the professionalization of the
field remains in its infancy and the number of BACB-
certified behavior analysts is limited. These certified
professionals are for the most part providing behavior
analysis evaluation and intervention planning services
rather than the one-on-one technical intervention that

is the actual tool effecting behavior change in autistic
children.

This new field has yet to define the provider class that
delivers the one-on-one technical services to children.
ABA tutors will increasingly be asked to provide
services to the many children being diagnosed

with ASD.

TRICARE’s three Managed Care Support Contractors
are building a referral network of ABA providers who
will agree to be reimbursed for TRICARE-eligible
beneficiaries referred for care. Providers wanting more
information may contact:

TRICARE West Region - TriWest Healthcare
Alliance—(888) 874-9378

TRICARE West region provides health care services
and support in Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado,
Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa (except for the Rock Island Arsenal
area), Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri (except for the

St. Louis area), Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New
Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, the
extreme western portion of Texas, Utah, Washington and
Wyoming.

Autism Spectrum Disorder Certificate
Special tuition rate- $700 per course

The University of Colorado at Denver and Health
Sciences Center offers a series of three graduate level
courses specifically designed to develop the skills
necessary to work effectively with students on the
autism spectrum.

The Autism Spectrum Certificate is a series of three
graduate level courses that build a specific set of
evidence-based practices for teaching children in the
preschool, elementary and the secondary level of
education. The certificate can be earned in one year.
Below is a schedule of the courses and when they
will be offered. All courses will take place on the CU
Denver downtown campus. Can counts toward a special
education Master’s Degree.

1.

ECE 5800 Effective Practices for Young Children
with ASD (June 2008)

SPED 5260 Effective Practices for Elementary
Children with ASD (Fall 2008)

SPED 5270 Effective Practices for Adolescents/Young
Adults with ASD (Spring 2009)
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Register at: www.cudenver.edu/registrar
For more information call (303) 315-6312 or contact us
at: cpe@cudenver.edu

All participants must take the free Intro to Autism course
found at www.pdacenter.org before their first course
session. Courses can be taken separately without intent
for the certificate.

HopeHub ™

helping other people every day
HopeHub
The Autism Society of Colorado is now a member of
HopeHub. At HopeHub, your online shopping helps a
charity or organization of your choice, at no additional
cost to you. Help us by shopping online at HopeHub.
com and a portion of your purchase will be donated back
to us!

Depending on which store you choose, they’ll donate 3%
to 12% of the purchase price to the Autism Society of
Colorado.

With over 200 participating stores and more are joining
daily, there’s no reason not to do your online shopping

@ PEAK

M PARENT
CENTER

Helping Families Helping Children

Person-Centered Planning

PEAK Parent Center is pleased to provide young people
with disabilities (up to age 30) with the opportunity

for a person-centered planning session. This process is
available both in English and in Spanish.

What is Person-Centered Planning?

This process supports the development of personal
support circles to help you plan for the future. An
assigned facilitator and a recorder guide you and your
invited participants through a creative planning process
of identifying dreams, setting goals and planning the
steps you need to reach those goals. After the session,

you will have a concrete action plan for working together
with your circle for a positive future.

For additional information about person-centered
planning and to learn about other person-centered
planning events, visit http://peakparent.org/PCP.asp.

To sign up for a person-centered planning
session, please contact Amy Mushall by email at

personcenteredplanning(@peakparent.org, or by phone at
1-800-284-0251, extension 112.

New Support Group for Fathers

Available Soon!

This support group will primarily be directed at fathers
of children with autism, but any adult male relative
(grandfather, uncle, etc.) or caregiver is welcome to
attend.

We plan to meet once a month, from 6:30 to 8 PM at the
Autism Society of Colorado’s offices.

The meetings will be informal with the intent to allow
fathers and other male relatives/caregivers talk about
their children, themselves, progress, setbacks, etc. and
share ideas and insights that may be helpful to others.
We may have one father/caregiver give a brief 5 or

10 minute presentation on their child/family at the
beginning of each meeting, but otherwise the meetings

will consist of free

ranging discussions.
Helping Children with Aurism

If you are
interested, please
send an email

to Tim Lomas

at timlomas@
comcast.net. We do
not have a specific
day for the meeting
at the moment, but
we expect to have

Reach Their Full Potential.

that finalized within Consultants for Children, Inc.
the next few weeks.

. 265 South Harlan Street
Interested parties Cafwood, €O 80226
will be notified of (720)272-1289

Fax (303) 2370137

For more :'ry"onm:mn, contact our web-ste at:

the meeting date
via email, before
the first meeting is
held.

www.consultantsforchildren. com
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The Volunteer Times

Volunteer Spotlight
on Amy Lainhoff

Tell us a little bit about
yourself (school, interests,
hobbies, job, background
etc.):

Twelve years ago, I had
someone tell me a one-word
definition of marketing was
service; I have therefore
pursued jobs that allow me
to be of service to others. I
have a Bachelors Degree in
Marketing and most of my
work experience has been with non-profits or service-
type organizations. That need for creativity also spills
over into my personal life where I enjoy painting,
drawing and photography.

Tell us about your family:

I just got married last September to my husband
Thomas. We have been together almost eight years

and met in Providence, RI while attending University.
Our families are on opposite coasts, so after college we
decided to settle somewhere in the middle, and have
made Littleton our home. Our “family” here consists of
many friends, and two rather large German Shorthaired
Pointers.

Current Volunteer
Needs:

€ Are you a part of a volunteer group through your
church, work, PTA etc? Are you interested in putting
on an event in which the Autism Society of Colorado
can benefit? Our staff can get you started and help
with advertising and management.

€ Interested in making a different with ASC by
serving on a committee? A list of committees
is available by emailing Tom at:

Why do you volunteer so much of your time to ASC?
Being newlyweds we surprised ourselves by how
quickly we wanted to start a family. We knew we
wanted to bring our child into the most healthy and best
environment possible, so like good planners, we started
to read everything out there to make sure we did what
we could to make sure our child was healthy.

One evening I was reading about Autism and was in
utter disbelief about how little support there is available
and how much isn’t known. The more I research, 1
very quickly realized that if our child was autistic we
wouldn’t be able to pay for the necessary life changes
that would be needed, and it broke my heart.

I realized how great of a need there is for families with
autistic children and how far-spread their needs are. So
why do I volunteer so much of my time to ASC, well

I am not sure how I couldn’t. I have the time to give
when those that need these programs the most, do not.

What would you say to anyone who’s considering
volunteering with ASC?

That they need to — autistic children are little angels and
these families need so much support!!

Tom(@autismcolorado.org. Committees meet on
average once a month for 2 hours. Help us plan for
growth of our organization!

Looking for a volunteer activity a few hours a
week? Come help as an office volunteer!

We are always in need of child care volunteers for
events and support groups, please inquire through
Tom.





