Senate Bill 10-121 CONCERNING THE CREATION OF A LEGISLATIVE Review COMMITTEE TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Overview

People with developmental disabilities including autism have very complex care needs from birth to death.  Service systems needed by these individuals cross state department lines including but not limited to: Department of Human Services, Health Care Policy & Financing, Department of Public Health & Environment, Department of Education, Departments of Corrections and Justice. This population typically needs cross-disciplinary support from service providers i.e. Mental Health, Medical, Education, Transportation, Long-term care, Durable Medical Equipment and behavioral services not provided under the mental health system to name a few.  In short, most of these individuals have complex care needs and the coordination of service provision and funding streams is extremely challenging which makes it confusing, time-consuming and expensive to access needed services.
The Colorado Autism Commission made their recommendation for a Legislative Review Committee and Taskforce a top priority, because they saw this need for an integrated service system as critical to implement the recommendations from the commission.  It became clear during their deliberations that expanding this work to include all people with developmental disabilities would serve more citizens and increase the possibilities for innovation and creativity.  The structure of the Legislative Review Committee and Task Force is modeled after the Mental Health/Corrections legislative task force which, for very different reasons, also required cross-department communication. 
Colorado has a meager publicly-funded support system for people with developmental disabilities.  Our Medicaid benefits plan is one of the leanest in the United States; the waiting lists for Medicaid Wavier programs that provide long-term care are lengthy and growing.  The creation of the Developmental Disabilities Legislative Review Committee and Taskforce will ensure that the best minds in our state—those who have experience and knowledge of the needs of this population-- come together to make recommendations for a coordinated, innovative and integrated service system.  Given the limited potential for increased funding in the near future the current piecemeal approach is untenable and requires a fresh start—one that is organized and focused. 
A permanent entity at the Capitol that includes Legislative Review and a broad based stakeholder and cross-department Advisory Task Force will encourage public policy development that is coordinated, researched and thoroughly vetted.  Ideas for innovation, efficiency, cost savings, and evidence-based interventions and treatments can be shared across departments. 

 There’s been no lack of activity in the past several years focused on problems and inadequate resources in the various systems that serve Colorado citizens with developmental disabilities; thousands of hours went into efforts such as the Legislative Interim Committee of 2007, dozens of inter-departmental work groups, and the Autism Commission. Now it’s time to move beyond identifying problems and focus on the future. The DD Legislative Committee and Advisory TF can be an important step in that process.

The following organizations and individuals have signed on in support of Senate Bill 10-121:
Name


Organization

City/County


Email Contact


	Carol Meredith
	The Arc of Arapahoe & Douglas
	Centennial  - Arapahoe & Douglas counties
	carol@arc-ad.org

	Betty Lehman
	Autism Society of Colorado
	Lakewood
	betty@autismcolorado.org

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


