Colorado Health Care Reform - 208 Commission

We have to stand up and say we expect accessible, affordable health care for all people – including people with autism!

The Blue Ribbon Commission for Health Care Reform was created by the Colorado Legislature in 2006 (Senate Bill 06-208). The Commission is charged with making recommendations for comprehensive health care reform with the goal of increasing health care coverage and decreasing costs for Colorado residents, with particular emphasis on the concerns of the:
° uninsured, 

° underinsured (meaning insurance does not adequately protect             .  against catastrophic health care expenses), and 

° those at risk of financial hardship due to the costs of medical care.
Many children and adults with autism have access to insurance, but are underinsured or are enduring financial hardship due to the costs of medical care.

Our concerns: 
Currently, the health care needs for people with autism include basic health and dental care, as well as emotional, mental, developmental and behavioral health supports and services. People with autism take up to 5 times longer to diagnose and treat. Currently, providers are not compensated for the extra time and effort to treat people with autism. Health care professionals and particularly mental health care professionals, as well as being insufficiently compensated, have insufficient training to be of service to the autism community.

Early intervention cuts the cost of lifetime care for people with autism by 2/3. Currently in Colorado, effective early intervention is not a covered benefit and other crucial benefits such as Speech and Occupational Therapy are so limited as to be inconsequential as a benefit.

Many people with autism will require long term care that is currently not available through any system of support. Colorado has about 4,000 adults with developmental disabilities eligible and in need of chronic, long term care on wait lists without solution.

What it means to be underinsured:
° Underinsured means inadequate coverage for treatment of autism. Underinsured people are almost as likely as the uninsured to go without needed health care and to incur medical debt.

° Health insurance is not health care. Health insurance is third party financing. Insurance for all people is not access to health care for people with autism unless benefits include treatment for autism and integrated systems of funding and provision for care, such as physical, mental, dental, developmental and behavioral health and long term care needed by people with autism.

° Currently, Colorado ranks Number One in out of pocket costs for families with children with disabilities. Colorado is 48th in the nation for funding for people with developmental disabilities.

The Blue Ribbon Commission presents five health care reform proposals to you for your review and invites you to attend meetings to share your views on health care reform for Colorado. Summaries and the full proposals are available to review at www.colorado.gov/208commission. 
Questions needing to be addressed: 

What should be the role of each of the following in providing or assuring access to health care? 

Individuals 

Employers 

Health Care Providers and Support Services

Government 

Health Plans and Pharmacies
ASC comments: 
Polling indicates that although many Coloradans consider health care the number one issue of concern, many want the status quo for financing access to health care. Most of the proposals require an "individual mandate", the latest fad in health care reform - a law that requires individuals to purchase health insurance and threatens punishment for those who don't. If the real concern is making health insurance and health care available to those in need, we should focus on health care prices and insurance premiums.
States may set a minimum percentage of premium dollars that must be spent on medical care (as opposed to administrative costs), called a medical-loss ratio. The medical-loss ratio - also called the medical-cost ratio or medical-care ratio - is the key number for health plans in terms of their level of profitability. That ratio, simply, is the percentage of dollars the companies spend on health care.
Physicians for a National Health Program recently compiled the medical loss ratios of the largest for profit insurers. They found that not only did profits for the biggest health plans go up last year, but those plans also continued to cut the percentage of revenue they spend on care.
In order to make health care accessible, affordable and safe for all Coloradans, all parties for health care must participate fairly. Look at the list above. 
· Do you see health plans listed? 
· Do you want to be mandated by law to pay for health insurance that does not provide the benefits you need? 
· Do you feel that it is fair to have the government provide public subsidies for individuals to pay health plans with no limits on their excessive salaries and profits?

ASC believes that Medical Loss Ratios must be part of any plan that includes an Individual Mandate.

(Bill McGuire’s, former CEO of UnitedHealthcare, unexercised stock options are valued at $1.6 billion. The current total statewide spending for health care in Colorado is $30.1 billion. The Individual Mandate plan will cost Coloradan’s $31.4 billion an additional $1.3 billion. Perhaps Bill McGuire and the other health plan CEO’s could make a charitable contribution? FYI - The Single Payer proposal, Colorado Health Services Program, is the only plan that will cover all Coloradans and will cost $28.7 billion, a savings of $1.4 billion from current costs.) Please discuss anything that you think the Commission should pay particular attention to in the five proposals being evaluated - OR anything that you think is missing from the conversation that would make a difference to you as the Commission moves forward with recommendations for health reform.
ASC comments: 
The Commission has not yet looked at what should be included in the basic benefit packages. This is our time to remind Colorado that we need integrated systems of care that provide physical, mental, dental, developmental and behavioral health and long term care needed by people with autism. A health care system that provides needed care for a person with autism is a comprehensive benefit plan.

At the bottom of this alert is a graphic of the fifth proposal drafted by the Commissioners. They have tried to include elements from the other 4 proposals. It is complicated. If you are interested in understanding the proposals, please contact any of the Commissioners. All of their bios are on the website and the staff should assist with their contact information.

The question you must ask yourself when looking at the proposals is this: 'Do I see the needs of my family represented?'
Written Comments 
Written comments will be accepted through Oct. 22, 2007.

Email: 208outreach@coloradofoundation.org

Fax: 303.837.8496 ATTN: Blue Ribbon Commission for Health Care Reform

Mail: Colorado Foundation for Families and Children

ATTN: Blue Ribbon Commission for Health Care Reform

303 E. 17th Avenue, Suite 400, Denver CO 80203 
303-837-8466, ext. 130
How Will the Commission Use This Information? 
An oral summary of the testimony received will be presented to the full Commission when it meets on Oct. 18-19, 2007.Written testimony will be distributed to all Commissioners. Testimony from these meetings - along with that received at similar community hearings in March and May, and all testimony provided at Commission meetings - will be incorporated in the Commission's final report to the legislature. 
