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Current Public Systems of Care for Individuals with Autism in Colorado
What’s Needed for All Age Groups and Their Families
Supports and Services

· Uniform standard practices in treatment and services for individuals with autism

· Recognition and treatment for co-occurring physical, emotional and mental health conditions
· Family advocacy for peer support and systems navigation
· Respite programs to reduce family and caregiver burnout

· Trained providers and educators
· Protection and choice for individuals on the autism spectrum

Streamline, Simplify, Unify

· Means for multiple systems to provide services at the same time
· Simplified access and service delivery

· Streamlined, uniform administrative paperwork used by multiple systems
Capacity and Funding
· Public and private insurance billing codes for behavioral therapy
· Increased reimbursement for providers

· Enhanced curriculum and opportunities for professional preparation for providers

· Benefits for accepted standards of care adopted by public and private insurance
Early Intervention (EI) – Birth through a child’s second year of life: 
What’s working? 

· Wait lists are reduced
· American Academy of Pediatrics edict to screen all one and two year old children

· Improved screening protocols and outcomes

· Policy makers and general public awareness of effectiveness of early intervention

What’s needs improvement? 

· Coordination of transition from early intervention to public preschools

· Levels of service; intensity of interventions

· Parent education and support

· Acceptance and funding for standards of treatment and support

School Ages – Three through their 20th year of life: 
What’s working? 
· Some exemplary programs
· Increasing acceptance of the prevalence and comprehension of the complexities of autism and education

· Use of consultative models to train support staff efficiently

· Safeguards and protections from IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) and Colorado’s Exceptional Children’s Education Act (ECEA)

· Higher education programs producing more trained, qualified support staff

What’s needs improvement? 

· Eligibility for services is inappropriate

· Extensive wait lists for eligible children
· School spending on legal services to prevent access to services
· Relationships between families and schools

· Vocational training choices and opportunities
· Understanding by the general education teachers, students and their families

· Effective social skills programs and opportunities

· Solutions for bullying

· Synchronization of schools, DD system, Mental Health and Vocational Rehabilitation

· Training for emergency first responders and law enforcement/criminal justice systems about the complexities of autism spectrum disorders to reduce incidents and incarceration
Current Public Systems of Care for Individuals with Autism in Colorado

Adults with Autism: 

What’s working? 

· Div of Vocational Rehabilitation increases in staff training and services to those who don’t otherwise meet DD eligibility criteria
· Tele-commuting enhances possibilities for many with autism to work from home avoiding  sensory and social issues in the workplace

· Higher Ed is beginning to develop supports needed to serve this population
What’s needs improvement?
· Eligibility criteria is inappropriate

· Wait lists for the DD Adult waivers
· Services from previous age groups for greater independence in adult life

· Employment opportunities and enlightenment of employers of the gifts and industriousness of people with autism
· Safe, accessible, affordable transportation, housing and recreational opportunities
· Allowable in-home care and compensation for family members for Comprehensive HCBS waiver adult children with developmental disabilities
· Choices for self/family direction in service provision

· Coordination of housing, supervision supports, mental health, employment, and health services for authentic, comprehensive support

· Training for emergency first responders and law enforcement/criminal justice systems about the complexities of autism spectrum disorders to reduce incidents and incarceration










